Monday 13th January 2025
Dear Year Two Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year!
We hope that you have all had a relaxing holiday and are now ready for the challenges of the Spring Term in Year Two.  Thank you for all your support at home last term supporting your child with practicing their spellings. This term we are going to enjoy learning all about our new topics: Polar Explorers and Space Cadets. Below you will find information about the curriculum this term, some general information and useful dates for your diary.  
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Explore Books!
Give your child an
opportunity fo explore
books. Visitinga
library or bookstore
gives your child a
chance to find topics
and books that inferest
them.

Pick Good Fit Books!

Abook that is a good
match for your child
should meet the following
requirements:
*Purpose for reading
eInterest
+Can they understand
what they are reading?
Can they refelithe
story?

Do they know most of
the words?

Read, Read, Read!
Make sure to read
for af least 30
minutes per day!
Students can read
independently, aloud
fo an adult, or back
and forth with a
partner.

Ask Questions!
Predictions
«Characters

*Main ldea
* Problem
*Solution
*Retell Story
*Genre
*Moral

For Beginning Readers:

*Point out and read words in natural
settings — stores, streets, etc.
*Memorize sight words
*Visualize the sfory in your head
»Ask questions before, during, and after,
Don’timmediately tell an unknown word
to your student. Instead, ask them fo:

* Sound out the word
*Break the word info parts
~Try a different vowel sound (long/short),
Use illustrafions for clues
+Skip the word, re-read senfence, and go
back — what word wouid make sense?
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Make it Fun!
Reading shouldn’t
be achore.
Intentionally read
with your
child/discuss books
but also research
fopics and do book
activities together.

Be an example!
Children learn
by exampie, so
let your child
see youread
whether it be a
book,
newspaper,
cookbook, efc.

For Advanced Readers:
<Notice interesting, new vocabulary
words, and make it a challenge fo
use fhem in conversation
*Read with expression
~Explore non-fiction books and
fheir text features (diagrams, table,
of content, efc.) along with ofher
genres as well
«Compare and confrast hooks
+Discuss connections to literature
*Think of new fitles for books
*Explore multipie books from the
same aufhor
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Reading 

Our goal is to create confident, fluent, independent readers. In Year 2 we will be reading The Snow Queen to support our English teaching as well as researching information books about the Polar Regions. Using VIPERS we will continue to focus on word reading to develop fluency, prosody and comprehension skills. VIPERS stands for: vocabulary, infer, predict, explain, retrieve and sequence/summarise. Please continue to share a story together, encouraging your child to talk about what is happening in the pictures, asking questions and predicting what might happen next. If you feel you would like more information about books suitable for Year 2 children, feel free to talk to your class teacher who can provide you with some guidance. (See Below) 

Curriculum 

Attached to this letter is a curriculum map, which provides an overview of our learning focus for this half term. Our writing focus in English will be information texts and The Snow Queen will be used to continue to develop the children’s creative writing. Further on in the term we will be developing the children’s skills to research and write information texts as we explore the Polar Lands in Geography and habitats in science. In maths, we will be looking at shapes and their properties, extending the children’s knowledge to calculate multiplication and division as well as continuing to consolidate their understanding of addition and subtraction while using money. In PE the children will be developing their movement and balancing skills through fitness and yoga lessons. 
Homework

Spelling Bookmarks- The spelling bookmarks will be continuing this half term and will be given out on a Friday ready for their quiz the following Wednesday. Each bookmark has key words to learn as well as the spelling pattern to learn. Towards the end of January, the bookmark will start to include an arithmetic quiz. This is a fun activity to encourage your child to calculate number sentences and even develop a challenge where they can time themselves to see how quickly they can work out the answers! 

In the coming weeks your child will have the Spring Term Home Learning grid. This continues the school’s policy for home learning by giving the children a variety of different activities for them to complete during the term. They can choose to do any or all of the tasks, at any time, during the spring term. The decision as to which home learning tasks are completed and when, can be discussed between you and your child. The children do not have to do a set number of tasks nor is there a time limit for doing each one. Your child can then share their work with the class and it will be added to the classroom display. Whilst these activities are not a requirement, they are designed to complement and enrich the children’s learning that has taken place in the classroom. 

School Uniform and P.E Kits

Please ensure that your child is wearing the appropriate track suit/leggings and their school PE top. On the class PE days children should continue to come to school in their PE kit and wear suitable shoes for PE. It is good practice to make sure all uniform and P.E kit is clearly labelled. This is particularly important for jumpers/cardigans as various items of clothing often get muddled up or mislaid! 
2M PE Days – Tuesday and Thursday
2L PE Days – Tuesday and Thursday

OPAL Playtimes

Please can we remind you to provide a pair of wellington boots or spare shoes for your child to wear when they decide to go onto the field during playtimes.

Updates and reminders
Morning Routine – Children come into class from 8:40am ready for the day’s learning.
Snacks – We ask that any snack you send in for break time is a piece of fruit or vegetable. There will also be some fruit provided in class for your child.

Medication – Please can you update the class teacher and school office of any changes to your child’s medication needs. 

Key Dates - We very much hope to have: 
Friday 7th February 2L Cake Sale 3:10pm

Thursday 6th March 2025 – World Book Day 

Thursday 13th March 2025 - Science Trip to Winchester Science Centre
Friday 14th March 2025 – 2M Cake Sale 3:10pm
Monday 24th March – Parent/Teacher meeting

Thursday 27th March – Parent/Teacher meeting

Friday 4th April 2M Assembly 9:30am
We will continue to do our very best to ensure that these dates will go ahead as planned. However, please be aware that things may change at short notice. We appreciate your understanding and continued support.

If you have not already done so and have the time, we would welcome volunteers to help supervise the children on our school trip to the Winchester Science Centre. Please contact the office who can advise you of the necessary documentation required.  
Many thanks for all of your support,

The Year 2 Team
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	Successful Learners

	
	Areas of learning

	
	As geographers we will investigate different environments and landscapes and discover new places different from ours. We will look at different parts of our solar system. 

As historians we will find out about early and current space exploration and what people thought about it.

As scientists we will become astronauts. We will look at the Moon, how humans have visited it and then look at survival in space.
We will also learn how to categorise objects into living, dead and never been alive. We will observe and record close-up observations of micro-habitats and ask questions about different habitats. 

We then look at sources of food for the animals in different habitats. 

As artists we will explore ideas from our imaginations and use colour and texture to create different worlds. We recreated art from different cultures and created art inspired by different habitats.

	Responsible Citizens

	Environment
	Spiritual & Moral
	Communities

	Endangered animals and considering the declining polar lands.

Caring for the natural environment by discussing what can be recycled. 
	Considering the habitat of animals and our responsibility to them. 


	Interview family or friends to record reactions to the lunar landing.

Consider any parental links to talk about different cultures and environments.




[image: image5.png]Year 2 Overview of Spring Term

Big question | How do animals and How has space History N/A Explorers —
humans survive in exploration influenced The Space Race
different environments? | and improved our daily
lives?
Visits, visitors Winchester Science Geography Polar Explorers N/A
and Centre
experiences
English Story Writing Whatis a Biography? Design and Mechanisms — N/A
cen’ Technology Moving Monster
gj O
Information Te:ls
Recount Writing
Whole Class | Little Wandle Letters and | Little Wandle Letters and Music Kapow Kapow
Reading Sounds Sounds Dynamics, timbre, Musical me
tempo and motifs
(Theme: Space)
Maths Geometry Multiplication and Art N/A Painting/Craft — Map it out
Money Division Jospef Albers, Eduardo
Paolozzi
Science Habitats Plants and Seeds RE Learning about different | Why does Easter Matter
faiths - Islam to Christians? Understand
how Christians celebrate
Holy week.
Computing 1Animate 1Publish PSHE What is Bullying? What Jobs Do People
Do?
PE Yoga Target Games ML French French





[image: image6.jpg]


